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ABSTRACT
This study examines the transformation of Islamic religious education in the digital era through the inte-
gration of theology and technology. Using a library research method and qualitative analysis, it explores
theoretical foundations and prior studies on the role of digital media in Islamic learning. While previo-
us research confirms that digital tools like mobile Qur’an apps and LMS enhance student engagement,
few have addressed the practical integration of theological values with educational technology. Findings
highlight three key areas of transformation: digital media, pedagogical strategies, and spiritual values.
Teachers must now act as digitally literate facilitators, connecting Islamic teachings to modern digital
contexts. Tools such as interactive modules and video-based learning enhance Qur’anic study and va-
lue development. Nonetheless, challenges include unequal access, limited teacher skills, and content
distortion risks. Thus, successful mainstreaming of Islamic education requires curriculum innovation,
spiritual media literacy, and inclusive policies. The study concludes that integrating theology and tech-
nology is essential to keeping Islamic education relevant and transformative in the digital age.
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1 Introduction

The advancement of digital technology has led to major transformations in many areas of life, particu-
larly in the field of education [1]. Islamic religious education is not free from this transformation [2]. In
the digital era, the learning process has shifted from a conventional model to a more flexible, adaptive,
and technology-based approach [3]. In this regard, it is imperative to analyze the synergistic integra-
tion of Islamic theology and technological innovation as a means to enhance the pedagogical efficacy of
religious education, particularly with respect to its curricular content and instructional methodologies
[4].

Previous studies have emphasized the critical role of technology in enhancing Islamic education by
improving instructional effectiveness, accessibility, and student engagement. The integration of digital
tools is seen as essential in adapting religious teaching to the needs of contemporary learners while ma-
intaining pedagogical and spiritual integrity. Aisyah et.al. (2025) Researching the integration of digital
media in Qur’an and Hadith learning, which has been proven to increase students’ learning interest [5].
Study by Wardani et.al (2024) It shows that the use of mobile-based learning applications, such as the
Quran Learning App, can accelerate the understanding of tajwid among elementary school students [6].
Similar results were also found by Wahyuni & Hartono (2022) in their research on Learning Management
System (LMS)-based learning in madrasah aliyah [7].

Another study by Diana & Rodhiyana (2023) explains that religious teachers who are proficient in
ICT are able to enhance interaction and teaching effectiveness in online learning [8]. Finally, a study by
Shuhari et al. (2021), states that the integration of theological values and digital media can create a more
profound spiritual learning experience [9].

While numerous studies have underscored the advantages of incorporating technology into Islamic
religious education, there remains a notable gap in the literature regarding the explicit integration of
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theological principles with technological tools. Few researchers have thoroughly explored this interse-
ction from both a conceptual framework and practical implementation perspective, leaving room for
further scholarly inquiry into how theological content can be effectively conveyed through modern di-
gital platforms. Therefore, this study aims to address the following research question: How does the
transformation of Islamic education take shape through the integration of theology and technology in
the digital era?

2 Literature Review

The theoretical framework of this study centers on two main concepts: Islamic theology in education
and the use of technology in learning. Islamic theology emphasizes not only religious knowledge but
also character, morality, and spirituality [10]. Al-Ghazali views ideal education as an integration of in-
tellectual and spiritual growth, with teachers serving as moral and spiritual guides [11]. Educational
technology theories, rooted in the constructivist approach, encourage students to actively build kno-
wledge through interactive experiences. Digital tools support student-centered, flexible, and contextual
learning [12]. Distance learning emphasizes three key interactions: student-content, student-teacher,
and student-peer [13].

The integration of these two theories indicates that Islamic religious education in the digital era
must be able to balance the reinforcement of transcendental values with the ability to adapt to techno-
logical advancements . Teachers are required not only to deliver religious content but also to serve as
facilitators who connect Islamic teachings with the current digital context.

3 Research Methods

his study employs a library research approach with qualitative analysis. Library research is used to exa-
mine relevant literature related to the integration of theology and technology in Islamic religious educa-
tion [14]. Data sources include journals, books, articles, and digital documents. Data collection is done
through documentation, while analysis involves content analysis to identify themes and patterns, follo-
wed by data reduction, display, and conclusion drawing based on the Miles, Huberman, and Saldana
model [15].

4 Results and Discussion

The research shows that the transformation of Islamic religious education in the digital era goes be-
yond using technology—it involves reinterpreting Islamic values in a modern context. This integration
appears in three key areas: learning media, pedagogy, and spiritual values. In learning media, tools li-
ke mobile apps, interactive videos, LMS platforms, and social media (e.g., YouTube) enhance religious
content delivery. Apps such as “Ayat,” “Umma,” and “Muslim Pro” support Qur’an learning with tajwid,
tafsir, and worship reminders, showing technology’s role in connecting learners with Islamic teachings.

Second, in pedagogy, religious teachers must act as facilitators who use technology while preserving
core Islamic teachings. For example, using digital problem-based learning to teach tauhid and akhlaq
promotes critical thinking and reflection. Third, spiritually, digital media functions not just as a tool but
also as a means of contemplation. Digital da’wah on themes like tolerance, honesty, and social respon-
sibility connects Islamic values with modern life, highlighting the importance of integrating technology
and theology in a relevant, contextual way.

This transformation also impacts the role of Islamic religious teachers as Mu’allim (instructor), Mu-
rabbi (mentor), and Mudarris (educator of values). They are now expected to translate these roles into
the digital context, whether through technological literacy, content creation, or establishing spiritual
communication in virtual spaces. In addition, the use of technology in Islamic education opens op-
portunities for global collaboration among Islamic educational institutions. Through online platforms,
madrasahs or Islamic schools can share learning resources, host virtual seminars, or run teacher excha-
nge programs across geographical boundaries.

The integration of theology and technology opens opportunities for digital curriculum innovations
rooted in Islamic values, such as interactive fiqh ibadah modules addressing contemporary issues. Ho-
wever, challenges remain—many teachers lack tech skills, and students face limited access to devices
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or internet. This calls for inclusive policies and equitable training. Additionally, risks like commercia-
lization and distortion of religious values highlight the need for strong digital religious literacy among
educators and students.

In the context of Qur’anic learning, technology can be used to accelerate mastery of reading, me-
morization, and comprehension of the meanings of sacred verses. Applications with voice recognition
and automatic tajwid correction features can serve as effective tools for independent learning. From a
psychopedagogical perspective, the use of digital media can boost students’ learning motivation. Ani-
mation, gamification, and visually engaging videos help students grasp abstract concepts in Islamic
teachings, such as monotheism (tauhid) and noble character (akhlaq).

Digital-based religious education also enables differentiated learning approaches, allowing studen-
ts to learn according to their individual styles and pace. This is important for creating personal and me-
aningful learning experiences. Ultimately, the integration of theology and technology in Islamic educa-
tion is an inevitability. It is precisely through this integration that Islamic education can remain relevant,
responsive, and shape a generation of digitally literate Muslims who are spiritually grounded.

5 Conclusion

The transformation of Islamic religious education in the digital era requires a harmonious integration
of theological values and technological advancement. This literature-based study reveals that techno-
logy serves not only as a technical tool but also as a medium for da’wah, spiritual development, and the
reinforcement of Islamic values. Religious teachers play a central role in ensuring technology use rema-
ins within the framework of Islamic ethics and theology. The study implies that successful integration
demands strengthening teacher capacity, developing digital-based curricula, and promoting spiritual
media literacy. Future research is encouraged to adopt empirical approaches to develop more practical
integration models tailored to students’ diverse educational contexts.
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